
January 9, 2018 

Brent Kennedy Elementary     PAC Meeting Minutes 

 

Executive Members for 2017/2018 year 

Chair: Jen Peebles 

Treasurer: Kim Morris 

Vice Chair: Cheryl Tereposky 

Secretary: Michelle Harris  

 

Date: January 9, 2018 @ 6:15 pm 

Meeting: Regular monthly PAC meeting 

Location: Brent Kennedy Elementary Library 

In Attendance 

Kim Morris Jessica Ludwar Jennifer Holliday 

Natalia Nazaroff Cheryl Tereposky  

Michelle Harris Jen Popoff  

Chelsea Sanders   

 Shellie Maloff – Substitute 
Principal 

Erin Koorbatoff (Teacher) 

 

Call to order by Jen Peebles @ 6:17pm 

INTRODUCTIONS by all in attendance – this was not done for this meeting 

1. REPORTS 

a. CHAIR’S REPORT (Jen Peebles) 

- WEGCSS – they offer many things such as: 

1.  Food cupboard, xmas hampers and service over 176 households. 

2. Art therapy 

3. Strong start – Jen Peebles thinks that this may be possible to set up at 

BK but Jen Popoff does not believe that any money is available to set 

up at BK. 

4. There is a brochure on the Pac bulletin board 

5. There is also transport from the Junction to Slocan via a 15 passenger 

bus to transport kids to the activities. 

- Family Valley of PACS – meeting regular basis – next meeting is Thursday 

Jan. 25/18 @ 5:30pm WE Graham 

- Babysitting – need to vote on if there are no kids that are needing 

babysitting while in attendance at the meeting if we still pay. 

1. Cheryl Tereposky Motioned to pay babysitter $20 when there are 

no kids in attendance. 2nd by Jen Holliday. All were in favor and 

no one was opposed. 

 



b. TREASURER’S REPORT (Kim Morris) 

- SEE ATTACHED treasurer report (Appendix A – 2017/2018 

Budget/Report) – this was handed out at the meeting 

1. Chequing Account balance: $7,629.31 

2. Gaming Account balance: $6,360.54 

- We need to fundraise $2500 by the end of the year so that we have enough 

money to start off next year. 

- There was discussion with respect to donations 

1. Safeway – online – 1 month in advance of the event 

2. Save-on-Foods – letter from PAC with reason why you need support 

 

c. DPAC REPORT (given by Natalia Nazaroff) 

  

- See attached Summary of the presentations that were reviewed in 

December from the BCCPAC meeting in Vancouver  

- At the last DPAC meeting Natalia asked the question to Christine Perkins 

about the water situation @ BK. – flow rates have been monitored and they 

are in the process of sizing a treatment system. It will be a self-contained 

system that will be build off site and transported to BK and installed. The 

timeline for this is end of March.  

- There was also talk about the money for the slide so not spend this yet as 

there may be money available to us from the government will have to wait 

until the end of February for more information 

- DPAC – next meeting January 24/18 @ 6pm @ board office – there are 

some people resigning 

- They are also looking at putting out a calendar of presentations so people 

know what is going on and hopefully they will get more attendance. 

- Valley of PACs was also discussed 

- You can teleconference into these meetings 1-888-458-1598; there is also 

money for child care and mileage (depending on how far you travel) 

 

d. MEALS REPORT 

- Nothing to report 

- Sheri mentioned that one side of the Popcorn machine does not stay shut 

as it is bent. Warren can look at it so see if he can fix it. He will let us know 

if any parts are required. 

 

e. Cheryl also mentioned that she has found a needle over by the walkway of the 

learning centre and that she talked to the Foreman and they will be coming and 

completing more regular checks of the playground as this has not been occurring. 

 

f. Presentation from Erin Koorbatoff – RE Mindfulness 

- She went over what mindfulness is and why it is important – there was a 

small video presentation. 

- She has been using mindfulness for 2.5 years in her previous position with 

primary children 

- It aids children in dealing with everyday things and gives them the tools they 

require to get thru the day 

- Salmo had Savena come into the school and guide teachers once/week to 

help implement this into the school 



- It is about being present with the people you are with and not worrying 

about anything else (take a moment & look @ what you can control). Take a 

breath & move – focus on the now 

- She has been working on it in her K-1 class 

- It is helping the kids to control their bodies and let them be at peace 

1. She started with breathing techniques (box breathing and starfish 

breathing) 

2. She is working on the MIND UP curriculum – there a number of 

lessons that helps the kids to be aware of their emotions and brains. 

- She is looking at putting together a kit to help with this to include – projector 

with the no sound just lights that projects the northern lights; mediation 

pillows/yoga mats (Cheryl mentioned that there are yoga mats that were 

donated by Oranj – they are in the sports equipment storage room); chimes; 

bubble timer 

- Mind Up curriculum – they are looking at for the school but not sure how 

much other teachers are doing or how in depth. She is wiling to share her 

knowledge and talk out this  

 

g. PRICIPAL REPORT (Shelley) 

- January 26, 2018 will be her last day 

- Plowing – maintenance department has been phoned, there have been 

phone calls with the contractor. There will be changes coming we just have 

to be patient for the moment as it all gets sorted out 

- ***Cheryl – the crosswalk does not exist, path from White Rd to crosswalk is 

not being maintained – they will look to see who is responsible. There is 

also talk of possible install of rumble strips as per Chelsea. 

- Ty Smith – primary trained teacher from Australia will be teaching the 5/6 

with Mrs Hendry and will be doing the learning support and enrichment 

program 

- Winter activities –  

1. they are set up and starting on the 17th of January 

2. Financial support to parents – Shelley has been offering payment 

plans and has been managing a lot of the call privately 

- Newsletter – the next one that comes out will be an e-newsletter – will be 

more interactive – she will also send out a paper one 

- Budget and staffing for next year – forms are coming in they have received 

3 so far 

- Talking tables will be starting in February to go over the budget 

- 30 sliders have been donated by the Ludwar family so there are now 55 

- Water from well should be available for drinking after spring break 

- Christmas/winter concert – there was lots of positive feedback received 

 

2. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Teacher requests 

- See attached page with all the summarized teacher requests 

- Ms. Radrige’s request requires more school wide discussion as per 

Shelley, as her request affects the entire school hallway so the decision 

was made to hold off on this request. 

- Mrs Koorbatoff – Cheryl Tereposky made a motion that Mrs. Koorbatoff 

should get the entire $300 that she is requesting as she took the time to 



come to our meeting and present to us what she needed any why. 2nd by 

Jen Popoff. All were in favor, none were opposed. 

- Ms Podovelnikoff – Jen Popoff made a motion that Ms.Podovelnikoff 

should get $120 towards her request as she has already received some 

funds for a previous request.  2nd by Jessica Ludwar. All were in favor, none 

were opposed. 

- Mrs. Malakoff/Mr. Klann - Jen Popoff made a motion that Mrs.Malakoff/Mr 

Klann should receive $200 towards their request. 2nd by Kim Morris. All 

were in favor, none were opposed. 

- Mr. Mont - Jen Popoff made a motion that Mr.Mont should receive $200 

towards his request. 2nd by Cheryl Tereposky. All were in favor, none were 

opposed. 

b. Funding for Liam 

- See December 2017 meeting minutes 

c. Slide  

- Cheryl has submitted the grant to Walter Popoff @ the RDCK - they 

requested funds for the full $7500 (estimate not including the shipping/taxes 

or install 

- Quote was from Blue imp out of Edmonton, AB 

- Foreman wants to be kept informed to what is going on with the playground 

- Approximate cost for everything for the slide excluding the install with be 

$9000. 

 

3. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Food Safe course – Paying for Extra person 

- Discussion regarding the reimbursement for Teresa Gain for the food safe 

course last year. 

1. Kim Morris motioned that Teresa Gain be reimbursed the $95 for the 

cost of the food safe course. 2nd by Cheryl Tereposky. All were in 

favour none were opposed. 

b. Flower fundraiser 

- See attached handout from meeting. 

- Prices are what we pay 

- Everything needs to be back to the greenhouse by April 1/18. 

- February 28 – information will go home to families and will need to be 

handed in before spring break 

c. Read-a-thon 

- Feb. 2/18 – Feb.13/18 (proposed dates) 

- More information on a letter explaining what it is all about and how to 

complete, etc 

- Will be obtaining prizes for all students (Cheryl will work on) 

d. Valentine’s Fundraiser 

- Cheryl brought up the idea of doing a cookie bake sale and selling them at 

KSCU on a Saturday. She will check with KSCU and see if dates are 

available and then will send something home to families asking for 

donations if going ahead with this. 

 

 

ADJOURNED @ 9:05 pm 



Meeting Minute Action items highlights: 

 WHO ACTION ITEMS: 

Jen Peebles AGENDA ITEMS NEXT MEETING 
- nothing came up during the meeting that need to be 
added to the agenda 

Cheryl Tereposky -go over everything with Natalia from the BC Summit 
in Vancouver and see what can be put on the PAC 
board 
 
NEWSLETTER ITEMS: 
- See last meeting minutes nothing new from January 
meeting 

Fundraising Read-a-thon 
Valentine Cookie Sale @ KSCU 
Flower fundraiser 

  

  

  







DPAC Rep Report - BCCPAC Summit November 2017 

 

We had the opportunity to attend the BCCPAC summit over the weekend and found it an 
extremely valuable resource for information.   
 

There are sixty(60) School District’s in the Province, and thirty-two(32) attend this most 
recent DPAC Summit.  Some districts do not have DPAC’s and we met a newly re-
formed DPAC from SD #6 Rocky Mountain – neighbours! 
 

Minister of Education 

 
The first morning began with an address from the Minister of Education, Honourable Rob 
Flemming.  Even though the new government has only been in office for 17 weeks 
connections have already been made with BCCPAC.  The first contact was regarding 
“children being denied access to a full day of school”.  The minister asked for numbers 
and the result was the survey put out in September.  The next survey will likely be 
waiting times for assessments (currently 2-5 years) as this has been brought to the 
Minister as a concern. 
 

He went on to add that $681 000 000 have been added to the Education Budget to cover 
the next 3 years. 
 

BCCPAC’s budget was doubled from $100 000 to $200 000 this year. 
 

BC students scored higher on PISA testing. 
 

The Ministry has abolished ABE fees as one of their first orders of business. 
 

ECE funding will be a key feature of the 2018 budget. 
 

New curriculum for grades 10-12 is still in process. 
 

Report on teacher hiring should come out in mid December. 
 

REEF funding is in Stage 1 of a comprehensive review  
 

Other topics touched on were : Playground equipment funding, 50 schools to be made 
seismically safe, Next Generation Networks, 6 more languages to be added to ABED, 
Emergency Funding Plan (safety kits),Transportation/bussing. 
 

BC Public School Employers Association (BCPSEA) 
  
This presentation by Renzo del Negro was great.  I had often wondered what exactly 
BCPSEA was and did!  Renzo provided his power point slides to BCCPAC – look under 
Resources, 2017 DPAC Summit, and see BCSPEA 101.  Definitely check out Public 
Education and Who Governs for some great visuals.  However, BCPSEA is the 
accredited bargaining agency for all School Districts in the Province.  They are labour 
relations and collective bargaining experts.  An interesting note: there are twenty (20) 
SDs without “composition” rules, ours has composition rules.  DPACs can advocate 
effectively by voicing to the school districts what service is wanted, and how it should 
look. It is then that the SD’s can inform BCPSEA.  Then next cycle of bargaining is 
March 2019. 
  



Student Services 

 

Melissa Horner Director of student Certification Branch at Ministry of Education gave a 
presentation on different grants available for students.  Many grants being offered are 
not being applied for in our province and the money is being left on the table. 
 

The $1200 grant in the form of an RESP for children born 2006 or later is still available. 
 This grant is available to all children between the ages 6-9 however it has been 
extended for those who have not yet applied making it still available to the children born 
in 2006 until 2019. 
 

BC Acheivement Grant goes to top 8000 students in the province 
 

District Authority Scholarships - 5500 scholarships available 
 

BC excellence Scholarships - 55 excellence scholarships available (1 per school) 
 

Pathway to Teach Education Scholarships - 20 scholarships available 

 

For more info go to www.studenttranscripts.gov.bc.ca 

 

Family Portal 
 

We had a presentation by Eleanor Liddy an Executive Director for the Ministry of 
Education and she spoke about the Family Portal that is available through MyEdBC.  56 
out of 60 districts have implemented MyEdBC however not as many have turned on the 
Family Portal. 
 

The Family Portal is an online resource for parents to see where their child is at in 
school they can access it at anytime. The family portal allows parents to have access to the 

MyEdBC system where you can view report cards, attendance, demographics, and progress 

towards graduation. 

  

We are wondering if our district has turned on the Family Portal and if all schools are 
encouraged to use it. 
 

Worksafe BC 
 

We had a presentation that informed us that 18-24 year old males have a 23% increase 
in workplace injuries over the overall population.  They feel this is due to a few factors, 
lack of education about workplace safety at a young age, young men doing the jobs 
nobody else wants to do because they are physically challenging, and trying too hard to 
prove themselves in order to advance without taking into consideration their own health. 
 

Rick Hansen Foundation 
 

We had a presentation from the Rick Hansen foundation talking about funding available 
to schools to help make their schools more accessible for students with physical 
disabilities, hearing impairment, and visual impairment.   
 

Also the Rick Hansen Foundation has a program for teachers to help them with inclusion 
for children with disabilities that can be accessed through their website. 

http://www.studenttranscripts.gov.bc.ca/


 

Student Well Being 

MOE: Inclusive Education 

  
One main highlight of the presentation before the working session was the discussion 
around Children and Youth in Care (CYIC).  The MOE is working with all Ministry 
partners (i.e. MCFD), but is also looking at better monitoring and tracking of educational 
outcomes, specific funding for CYIC learners, and creating positions to support these 
learners (not sure if that means at the school, district, or provincial level). 
 

Patricia Kovax has been recently hired at the Ministry of Education.  Her current project 
is to create a new inclusive education plan for the Province.  At the DPAC Summit, 
representatives were given time to look at the big themes of the plan to make sure 
nothing was missing.  There will be more opportunities for feedback once there are has 
been some further work.  Her slides are also available on the BCCPAC website, but the 
draft inclusion plan is tiny.  The plan is good, but the funding formulas seem to be the 
biggest challenge in our schools.  Hopefully the funding review will be helpful. 
  
Deputy Minister of Education 
 

Deputy Minister of Education Scott MacDonald gave a presentation full of statistics that 
showed how well BC school students did on acheivement tests such as FSA’s and PISA 
against others in the country and the world.  Overall BC students ranked very highly. 
 

He spoke about the fact that 144 schools in the province are the only school that 
community has access to making keeping these schools open a priority.   There are 7 
schools in the province that have less than 10 children attend.  
 

Philosophy that he believes is that we need to teach children how to learn to learn rather 
than how to memorize.  With technology today memorization is no longer required as it 
once was when information was harder to attain at any given moment. 
 

Access to Education for special needs children is up to the Districts.  These children 
have a right to education and if that need is not being met by the Districts then the 
government will step in to ensure the right is being met.  Example: the survey related to 
undocumented suspensions is now in front of the government because it has become a 
problem in some districts. 
 

BCCPAC Updates 
  
BCCPAC has been advocating for education to the Ministry of Education (MOE). 
Recently, representatives from BCCPAC were very clearly told that in order to respond 
and act to advocacy request, the MOE needs to have numbers – anecdotal stories are 
not enough.  In direct action to this information, BCCPAC created the survey on 
student’s access to a full school day.  The results were staggering, and BCCPAC 
representatives are working hard on this issue. 
  
A request to the MOE for funds to accomplish more was successful this year.  BCCPAC 
created a three-year strategic plan, and was granted funds from the MOE to help offset 
costs for the DPAC Summit, focus on Web Development, and to increase and support 
BCCPAC’s outreach to PACs/DPACs.  As part of the web development, PACs/DPACs 
can look forward to seeing an increase in resources and some web casting of events on 
the BCCPAC website. 



  
Just some of the partnerships that BCCPAC has been cultivating: 

• BCSTA (Trustees) – discussions around Aboriginal students achievement, SOGI, 
Inclusion, Assessment times 

• Parents of Exceptional learners 
• BC Superintendents Conference – to better understand their priorities 

  
A new committee is being formed: DPAC Chair Representative Advisory Committee. 
 The goal of this committee is to react more nimbly to requests for information that can 
come quickly from MOE, and also to have a broad representation of parents educational 
wants and needs from across the province. 
  
BCCPAC is working on a parent resource on how to effectively open conversations 
about SOGI.  Currently, a good resource for understanding is sogieducation.org 
  
Aboriginal Parent Engagement is a new BCCPAC Ad-Hoc Committee that was 
established to encourage participation of families that have not often raised their voices. 
  
In the Minister of Education’s mandate letter: Create an ongoing capital fund for school 
playgrounds.  BCCPAC is determining needs and creating criteria recommendations. 
 So, if you have some suggestions, send them to BCCPAC now. 
 

SOGI  (Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity) 
 

Matt Carruthers, Ministry Lead for ARC International gave a presentation on SOGI.  He 
gave us information dating back to the 1970’s and 80’s showing how gender issues were 
becoming news as far back as that time.   
 

LGBT youth are 4 times more likely to have suicidal tendencies  
 

Need to have teacher support LGBT students when bullying becomes an issue. 
 

Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity is a topic to be taught in all classrooms across 
the province and if parents opt out they are required to give the information to their 
children. 
 

Spoke about how it is the family's responsibility to prepare their children for these talks at 
school and if there are cultural beliefs that the family upholds they are still responsible to 
teach their children that these beliefs are not those of the school system.  
 

Aboriginal Parent Engagement 
 

We had round table discussions about Aboriginal Parent Engagement and found that 
some districts in the province with high numbers of Aboriginal students did not have any 
or adequate AB Ed programs.  Parents in these districts are working hard at trying to get 
more programing for Aboriginal students in their schools. 
 

http://sogieducation.org/
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